BAY, MARYLAND, ACROSS THE 
WATER FROM PATUXENT NAVAL 
AIR TESTING STATION. 
RELAX, WOULCIA? 


tows (MARLO GOIN' NO PLACE; 
‘ LeAsTWISE, NOT UNTIL 
A HIG TRIAL. 


SUICIDE SQUAD 5 


THIS RATHOLE 6 CRAWLING YW HE'S SEALEDIN 
GOTA NAVAL AIR WITH GUNG LiKe yOu AKO RE, THA 
THE BAY, A MAIOR THE NAVY'S PATROLS THE 
RIVER, ANNAPOLIS 16 JUST UPRIVER, ]] | SHOW, THE AIR FORCE 
‘AND WASHINGTON'S ONLY ABOUT FLIES OVERHEAD, 
100 MILES NORTHWEST AS ~~ 
THE CROW FLIES. 


“THE PLACE I6 BEING RUN BYONEOF HIS 
LIEUTENANT. YOu 


MARLOG AN INGRATE. WE PROVIDED 
PRECTOR, HIM WITH BAGIC INFORMATION ON META - 

Hee hATNOFORUS HUMAN RESEARCH, He USE6 IT10 
KEOUR DEAL ATE WAP THAT | aR 

* ATTACKS MANHATTAN! 


CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW 
By THE MEDIA WOULD TWIST THAT 
[IE THEY GOT HOLDOF IT? THIG 


FINISH WITH THS AND THEN 
RESUME WORK ON THE 
ESSINEN AGENDA. 


FREON 1 
SUPERHERO, TIMES 
G ONEY-- ANO THEY'RE 


MR. POLLARD, FORGE ~\/” BUT ICAME HERE IN| 


ANO DAGGER RENDEZYOUGSAS YOU'VE WASTED MY TIME 
SEROUBLY AS YOU DO. 


IF I KNEW WHAT IT WAS. YOUCF 
ALL PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT 
S TO KNOW. 


SWEAR 
{ FIRSTCHANCE I \ 


ALL GET WHAT WE 
WANT! 


YOU ARE JUSTIFIABLY ANGRY IVEN YOUR META 
WITH HER FOR THE WAY THATSHE SASOUEHL HAN toe 
CONTROLLED YOUR WILL WITH 

POTIONS. 


LONGER ANY MEDICAL 

FOR YOUR MANIC - DEPRESSIVE 

‘STATE. IN THAT SENSE, YOUVE 
BEEN CURED. 


OPALL THOSE DRUGS IN 
YOUR SYSTEM. 
SS 


1 CON’ T BELIEVE THAT! EVEN YOU NOW HAVE THE 
A NOW 1 FEEL meELF STRUSELING) / POSSIBILITY OF BEING TRULY 
FREE OF YOUR ILLNESS, DUE IN PART 
FO WHAT IV/ DIP 70 YOU. THAT WAS: 
NOT HERINTENTION, I KNOW, BUT 


NOW YOU Haye %O 
DECIDE WHATSORTOF 
ee y PERGON YOU'RE GOINGTO 
A LARGE DEGREE, MADE BE. KILLS A WOMAN 
UP WHO YOU ARS DOESNT: To me 


('S0 WHEN G0 you! WHY? |S YOUR BLOODLUST 
THINK YOU WiLL WAPATIENT, SRF 
Ow? 


1F ereseucniued 
etree fed 


A CREEP. TVEKILLED 
BETTER MEN THAN HM 


LIKE Hi EITHER. 

{T DOESNT MATTER, 

YOU HAD NO RIGHT 
FO KILL HIM 


YOU OWE ME, 
LAWTON. ME AND 
MY FAMILY. YOU 


‘OKAY. WHEN 
YOu FIGUREOUT 
WHAT LOWE AND 


TILL GIVE }OUONE 
FREE SHOT. MAKE [T COUNT. 
YOU WONT GETA SECOND. 


1 | 


ANTHER, ptm 


7 BENEFIT FROM YOUR 
EXPERIENCE, GET SOME 
SEASONING! 


1 I NOT SURE WHO: 


NEED TOKNOW 
WAY You NEED 
FO KNOW. 


ISN'T RAY PALMER 
ANDI Just DON'T 
BELIEVE WALLER 


I'VE BEEN ASKED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO. 
LENDA HAND. THEY BELIEVE THAT THE SQUAD 
IG ABOUT TOMAKEAN ATTEMPT TOKILL 


‘ 2 ‘THAT JIGES WITH WHAT I'VE % 
HEARD. I KNEW THEY WEREONA YQ 
MISGION BUT I OIONT KNOW Y 
y WHERE. Fr / Yj 
. A // 


Nf 


T.DON'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT ETHER 
THIG WALLER OR THE GROUP SHE RUNS 
Clot VERY mt 


AND THEN WE ASK WALLER-- 
‘AND THIS NEW ATOM--GOME 
VERY POINTED QUESTIONS, 


oc INC. 
1335 Aveave of the Americas, New York. NY 16019 


Dear DC Dragons, 

Amanda SHOT! Atom DOWN! Ben 
and Mark POISONED! Eve POS- 
SESSED! Boomer and Thinker KID- 
NAPPED! Vertigo, Gort and Deadshot 
UNDER FIRE! Katana HOT on the 
trail! As far as cliffhangers go, this 
chapter wins the prize for the most in 
one issue of SUICIDE SQUAD! I don't 
think I can say I've ever enjoyed a plot 
getting more complicated than this one! 

Red Shadows is a fascinating espi- 
onage team. Yerosha has a formidable 
psychic power, Schrek is chilling, Lamia 
seductive, and Mrs. Gradenko 

Mrs. Gradenko, 


is...well. which, ironi- 
cally, makes her the most interesting 
member of the One minute, she’s 


group. 
a quiet, cuddly housewife. The next 
minute, she's not so cuddly anymore. 

It looks like Eve is not ot only P pos- 
sessed by the Enchantress, but now 
she’s under Schrek’s power as well. 
Poor woman! I can't wait to see which 


next issue! 

‘Adam Cray is proving to be a great 
asset in undercover missions. 
ioe wher be aes ot th geen, 

appearing and 
ing, was the best use of shrinking pow- 
ers I've seen in the comics Peel 
Likewise, it's great to see = 
ing more and more appearances, and I 
was captivated by the mind. 
Boomer and Carmichael were playing 


with each other. Their scene together 
was very tense and oddly enjoyable. 
"sling my breath next laeue, 
Minnsepolis MN 


eteee 


Dear Dan, ee 
‘A very entertaining issue. With so 
much going on, I don’t see how you 
could fit Katana into the story! Ican 
hardly wait for the conclusion, as. 
redicted. 


pI 

One of the numerous items that 
keeps me reading this title is the excel 
lent character From a writ- 
ing standpoint, this is an important 
part of a story, and John end Kim pull 
it off superbly. Being that it is such a 
difficult task with a cast so large, 
I would love to see these two handle a 
JUSTICE LEAGUE script someday. 

It’s too bad Ravan isn’t still alive. 
I would have liked to see his reaction 


to Catseye. By the way, is it too much 
to ask if Speedy will ever make a 
return appearance? 

Choom off, 


Sir Jon Johnson 
64 Indian Hill Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 


Nach, it’s not too much to ask, Jon. 
But I'm éfraid it is too much to expect. 
There's going to be so much going on 
in the next storyline, there won't be 
enough room for adverbs, much less 
Speedy. 
ee Tl I put the word through to 

fohn and. 


aeeee 


Dear Squad Scribes, 
“The Dragon’s Hoard” is looking 
excellent. I might be enjoying this one 


was really sharp; their action 
sequences from pages 11-13 are a good 
example of the the melding of these two 
fine artists. Their Senicion of Sehrek 
was chilling, and being a vol 
fan, Hloved the first panel of page 16. - 
‘The characterization in this book is 
one of its most endearing qualities; 
ee people are not static, unchang- 
cutouts. like 


Lawton, and the Wall 

Vertigo, fwton, and the Wall are 

human, with human vicissitudes in 
lives. 


plenty of curves, some subtle (like 
Vertigo’s slow transformation into 
svnetng ia ‘akin to-a hero), or not 80 

Lawton's psychic *jail- 
break from his Deadshot personality 


goes (and it scems as if she abe might) 
I wouldn't mind seeing step 
in, aided and abetea t by Bar Barbara 


running the show. Elsewhere: Mrs. 
Gradenko is one tough grandmother; 

I like her. And finally, REEP ‘CORT! 
He's the baddest Russian since Ivan 
Draggov. 


Dear Dan, 

Some coincidence. Amanda Waller 
and Maxwell Lord both shot and both 
languishing in a life-or-death situa- 
tion. Well, coincid: 
Amanda’s run of good Iu 
health had to run out, considering the 
many enemies she’s made over the 
years. While I don't expect Amanda to 
die from this shooting, this book holds 
no guarantees for any cast member, so 
Amanda's demise still lies within the 
realm of possibility. It wouldn't sur- 
prise me if The Wall remains out of 
action for’a while and Amy/Barbara/ 
Batgis ‘le takes command. 

SUICIDE SQUAD #55 showed The 
Dragon’s Hoard mission is falling 
apart at the s I suspect that 
Katana will play a major role in turn- 
ing the tide, and Atom and Oracle 
could come to the rescue besides. 
Incidentally, I like the Atom/Oracle 
“team.” He can physically get to the 
places that Oracle can’t, yet Oracle 
can remain in constant communica- 
tion. And she seems to be one up on 
Cray when it comes to intelligence. A 
nice, effective combo. 

It is 80 good to see Nightshade back 
in action, even though she was defeat- 
ed. I hope that either she returns to 
the Squad full-time, or gets a featured 
part in some other DC series. Her 
m to the upcoming changes in 
Atom's book should also merit 
some visible attention. 


Sincerely, 
Jim Kelly 

29 West Melrose Street 

Valley Stream, NY 11580-4503 


Dear John, Kim and crew: 

Is it my imagination or does it 
seem like the Squad is running head- 
first into self-destruction? The Squad 
has changed just a little too much 
in the year that Amanda was in 
prison. There is no control in the 
group. Each member would kill the 
other in an instant. The only ones who 
seem even able to work with the group 
ate Deadshot and d 


personae like Deadshot did. I cannot 
refer to Deadshot as Lawton. He will 
always be Deadshot to me. I liked the 
costumes the characters wore. 
Granted, they can't always wear them, 
but at least have them don the cos: 
tumes every so often. That's part of 
the appeal of super-heroes and vil- 
lains, I just don't think this book will 
last too long if it continues in the 
direction it is 


I still don't believe Ray Palmer is 
dead. If he is, then I will have another 
thing to be mad at John about. In case 
you haven't heard from one of my 
other letters, John, I'm still mad at 
you for what you've done to Firestorm 
and his cast. I fully expect you to kill 
off Cliff any time now. If you happen 
to be at the San Diego Comic Con on 
June 6, look me up, or Il lock you up 
and maybe we could talk about 
Firestorm and give you a chance to 


calm my anger. 
Jeffrey A. DeWitt 


Y. 's “War of 
the Gods” crossover satisfied your 
cravings for costumed heroes and vil- 
lains as well as the old FIRESTORM 
cast (most notably Firehawk). While 
there are no plans to kill off Cliff 
Carmichael, (The New Thinker}, 
I think it’s important you understand 
that John ian't exclusively to blame for 
the direction SUICIDE SQUAD has 
taken. I'd appreciate it if you all felt 
free to put the blame squarely on the 
shoulders of Kim as well. 
But seriously, folks... 


Dear Suicide Folk, 

Adam ‘Cray, Ray Palmer, or even Al 
Pratt...who is this new Atom? WHO 

CARES? The guy is good in a fight. 
Tlike him. End of discussion. 

‘See ya in about B02 000 secetite, 


Cromie 
12911 Southern Avenue. 
Garfield Heights, OH 44125 


Hey, Don, this latest Mighty Mite is 
one of my favorite new characters, too. 
And I'm sure you'll all feel the same 
way about him after this current story- 
line. 


, once again I honestly believe 
that the SUICIDE SQUAD is the 
greatest book in all of comicdom. Look 
at SQUAD #56. Is the art not grade 
A+? Are the characters not consistent 
without being stagnant? 

Oracle thinks she’s running the 
Squad, at least the members she can 
find, as I expected. Waller still lives, 
as I expected. Katana finally gets to 
business. Not only does she kill most 
of the people in the room, she also 
tells Manhunter and Bronze Tiger 
that they owe her. I wouldn't have dis- 
agreed with her and I would have 
bowed deeply. Hell, she even left two 
for our two macho guys to hit. (Nice 
touch.) I get the feeling Nightshade 
led as much as the 


Red 
with the Succubus thing. Also, if 
she loses control, where’s the 
Enchantress? The New Atom (See? 
I didn’t call him Faxman!) claims to 
have talked to the old Atom? What 
gives? This sounds X-Men-ish (highly 
unlikely or improbable). 

Next issue all hell breaks loose, 
right? By the way, Nightshade and 
Katana shouldnt be in the same issue 


of a book read by desperate males 
Saat se vent OE nan eure awoke 
processing program I'd be drooling on 
the letter; as it is, the keyboard might 
not make it.) I strongly suggest you 
have her guest-star more often. She 
fits in well. I have-a feeling...like 
maybe this mission might not work 
‘out so well. It’s been going too well for 
the Squad. They actually did well for 
the last few missions. 


GM. . 


New Rochelle, NY 
PS. Watch the shadows. You never 
know when I'll be waiting. 


Waiting in the shadows, and drool- 
ing. I can't imagine why you don't 
print your full name, G.M. But thanks 
for writing anyway. 


Dear Dan, 

T don't mind if you bushwhack 
Amanda. I don't mind if you put the 
Atom out of action. I don't even mind if 
you have the Bronze Tiger and 
Manhunter poisoned; however, when 
you have Nightshade become an 

unwitting blood donor, you've gone too 
far! Nightshade has always been and 
will always be my favorite Squad 
member. Not only is she as beautiful 

painting, but she also has 
and a con- 


Pot 
I guess I shouldn't be so worried. If 
anything, I believe Schrek (Russian for 
vampire?) has bitten off more than he 
can handle. I hope Eve gets even with 
the bloodaueker and Zastrow in the 
the “Dragon's Hoard” storyline. 

Ey the we Eat a cots 

that both Maxwell Lord and Amanda 


mCOW= AxmZ 


Waller are experiencing similar prob- 
lems? Perhaps if they both survive, 
should ‘and compare 


they get together ° 
their “life after death” experiences. 
I would also like to know if there is 
any chance that Efreet (formerly 
) will ever show up in this 
book again. She would be another 
great asset to the team. Oracle should 
be given the opportunity to reprogram 
her and finally make use of her/its 
potential. Just imagine the Squad 
having a member like Dybbuk...the 
possibilities are 
Robert Hemedes 
606 Alavarado Avenue, ‘Apt. #111 
Davis, CA 95616 
PS. Is Nightshade Catholic? 


being hospitalized at the same time, 
there are (still) no immediate plans 
for Mindboggler /Efreet; and yes, 
Nightshade is Catholic. 

Next? 


The Airtight Next Issue Box 
SUICIDE SQUAD #60 continues 
our “Legerdemain” arc and follows 
our three big guest stars as they 
continue to track down the elusive 
Amanda Waller. The Mystery of 
the Atom deepens, plus old friends 
and enemies galore, and more 
action than you can fit into 22 
pages. Honestly, now, this was only 
going to be a three-parter, but with 
so many “big guns” going off, we 
stretched it to four! 

So check out the cover, and Il 


see you soon! 
—Dan Raspler 
Awkward, and proud of it 


